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Have you ever wondered what happens when a child goes in for neurosurgery? In this piece, Dr. Micheal
Ogwal, Medical Officer at CURE Uganda, walks us through the surgery experience. —Editors
Surgery can be an intimidating thing to many, and the thought of brain surgery on a child doesn’t make things
any better for an anxious caregiver. Endless questions about the child’s safety form the bulk of the conversation
in taking consent the day prior to surgery.

sterilized instruments ready for surgery
The arrival at the OR waiting area may be even more intense. The beeping machines at the Post Anesthesia
Care Unit (PACU), the red line, and the masked nurses, surgeons, and anesthetist welcome a starving baby and
an anxious caregiver accompanied by the ward nurse.
The OR nurses have mastered the art of comforting the babies and the caregivers. This is ably done alongside
ensuring patient safety. They double check with the ward nurse and caregiver to ensure the prescribed NPO
was maintained along with the vital signs trends.

An anesthetist monitors a baby during surgery
The swaddled baby in an OR grown is carried in the warm hands of an anesthetist who will ensure the baby
sleeps calmly through the surgery. The running nurse, on the other hand, confirms presence and functioning of
the equipment required for the proposed surgery. She will confirm the sterility of the equipment as well. The
scrub nurse donned in a gown arranges the surgical instruments.
The surgeon who “captains the ship” positions the patient for surgery before the surgical checklist is done and
proceeds to mark the surgical site.
A prayer is said and the incision made. The surgery proceeds, each member of the team aware of their specific
roles and complementing each other, very much like the image of the body of Christ described in 1 Corinthians
12.

babies in recovery in the PACU
The PACU team ensures complete recovery of the patient before transit to the ICU, where the patient will
continue to be monitored and will be reunited with their caregiver. The healing process has begun.
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