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Letter from the 
PrEsIdENT & CEO  

“... store up for yourselves treasures in heaven...for where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also.” Matthew 6:20-21

 In the parable of the talents in Matthew 25, Jesus 
taught the importance of being good stewards of the 
resources that have come from His hand. There is a tangible 
and eternal ROI on your gifts to CURE International. This past 
year, I have had a front row seat into how your investment 
in our ministry has been multiplied, and I’m excited to share 
some examples with you in this newsletter. Because of 
donors like you, CURE is privileged to bring hope and healing 
to the people today that Jesus identifies with—“the least 
of these.”
 We are committed to being transparent with you in 
how we’re stewarding what you’ve given. In applying Christ’s 
teaching, we take your gift - your eternal investment - and 
multiply the ministry entrusted to us in ways that further His 
kingdom. You’ll read about how your investment in healing 
has transformed the life of our tenth patient, who is now 24. 
You’ll learn about how CURE’s strategic training efforts invest 
in the future and multiply our ministry opportunities to reach 
more people.
 We’re grateful to partner with you in bringing the 
kingdom of God near to those who are dear to Him.

Thankful to serve with you,

Dr. Roger Spoelman

I would love to hear from you!  Email me at roger@cure.org



CUre & InternatIonaL aId 
Our partners at International Aid have been equipping the CURE hospital network with medical 
equipment and biomedical technology support for more than 20 years! Their expertise in hospital 
equipment procurement, maintenance and repair of equipment, and biomedical engineer training has 
created great operational efficiencies for our hospitals, allowing us to heal more children. We are thrilled 
to announce that after this 20-year partnership and deliberate consideration by both boards, we have 
decided to unite CURE International and International Aid to leverage our ministry impact around the 
world. An in-depth announcement can be found at cure.org/internationalaid. 

Stronger together
International Aid has been equipping CURE hospitals with medical equipment and biomedical technology 

support from the very beginning, and we are looking forward to what’s to come!

CUrE IN ACTION
CURE International operates charitable hospitals and programs in 14 

countries worldwide where children with correctable disabilities experience 
the life-changing message of God’s love for them and receive surgical 

treatment regardless of gender, religion, or ethnicity. 

faCIng forward 
Efficiency leads to more surgeries & ministry opportunities: CURE is on pace to do 3,000 
more surgeries than planned. In addition, time spent with patients and families at mobile 
outreaches, hospital clinic days, and in the ward means we anticipate 16,000 additional 
ministry opportunities! 

By the nUmBerS 
Every day CURE hospitals average ...

	 •		67	surgeries	

	 •		45	expressions	of	faith	 	

In fact, last year, the gospel was shared more 
than 77,000 times through

	 •	Outreach	clinics	

	 •	Playroom	ministry

	 •	Bedside	counseling

	 •	Chapel

	 •	And	more!

we have Seen
god move 
on behalf of our 
organization and in the 
lives of our patients, 
their families, and 
their communities in 
incredible ways.

We celebrated 
the 10th 
anniversary of 
CURE Ethiopia!

CURE Niger went “off the 
grid” by installing a new solar 
panel system, eliminating 
reliance on unstable and 
costly local electricity. 

Tebow CURE 
Philippines 
completed 
it’s third-
floor hospital 
expansion.

Over 500 CURE co-workers 
have been trained to share 
the good news through 
Evangelism Training, which 
coaches our in-field staff 
on being a positive witness 
of Jesus Christ in the 
healthcare system. 

1998
CURE opens its first hospital 
in Kijabe, Kenya.

2000
International Aid (IA) sends a 
large container shipment of 
medical equipment to a CURE 
hospital for the first time—the 
newly opened CURE Uganda.

2006
IA sends a large container 
shipment of medical 
equipment to the newly 
opened CURE Zambia 
hospital.

2007
IA sends a large 
container shipment of 
medical equipment to 
Ethiopia.

2008
CURE 
Ethiopia
opens.

2015
IA sends 
a large 
container 
shipment 
to Niger.

2009
CURE surpasses 
1 million patient 
visits.

2010
CURE Niger opens.

2010
CURE Neuro 
launches.

2012
CURE reaches 2 
million patient 
visits.

2016
IA sends a large 
container shipment to 
Tebow CURE Hospital. IA takes first 

biomed trip to 
Kenya.

2019
CURE and International 
Aid become a single 
organization.

Our future 
together is 
exciting!

2017
IA sends a large container 
shipment to Malawi & takes 
first biomed engineer trip to 
Niger & Uganda.

2018
CUre reaches 3 million 
patient visits & over 1 million 
presentations of the gospel. 

2014
Tebow CURE Hospital 
opens	in	the	Philippines.
IA sends a large container 
shipment to Kenya.

2002
CURE Malawi opens.



TEN. It’s the percentage of the world that is left-
handed and the number of hours of sleep a baby 
needs. But -- it also has another meaning for 
Shadrack, our tenth patient. He is literally Number 
Ten in the whole history of CURE! 
 Back in 1998, before CURE Kenya (CURE’s first 
hospital) was even operating in its current building, 
Shadrack began his journey with CURE. He’s 24 now, 
but back then, he was 3.
 Shadrack came to CURE because his right 

leg was shorter than his left. He doesn’t remember 
much about his first time at CURE Kenya except a bit 
from memory or pictures. “I remember the second 
[surgery] more ... There were things fitted on my 
knee. I had to come back, and they had to remove the 
things,” he said. Based on past patients with similar 
challenges, we imagine Shadrack’s first surgery was 
intended to help with his leg length discrepancy, and 
the second was to remove the hardware from the 
first procedure.

 Unfortunately, the surgeries didn’t completely 
solve the problem. “I used to use a raised walk (shoe 
raise),” he told us. “With time, the shoes got bigger, 
bigger, bigger.”	Eventually,	when	he	was	17,	the	
difference in his leg length was so significant that 
Shadrack and his family had to make a decision. 
Shadrack could continue walking in discomfort with a 
clunky raised shoe, or he could receive an amputation 
and prosthetic leg that would offer greater mobility. 
“My parents let me decide if I wanted the amputation 
or not.” Shadrack still remembers the date: “20th 
July, 2013.” He said it wasn’t too hard of a decision, 
but “it was kinda difficult to let a part of you go.”
 Now that Shadrack has had the procedure and 
received a prosthesis, “I only miss the running,” he 
said. He shared that he is still able to play basketball 
sometimes with the help of his prosthesis, and he 
even drives!  
 His ability to drive has been helpful in assisting 
his dad with selling farm supplies. Also, as a soon-to-
be graduate with a degree in Crop Improvement 
and Protection with a farm of his own, the ability 

to drive will be important as he hopes to expand 
his farm someday. 
 In addition to CURE’s physical ministry, we 
asked Shadrack about its spiritual influence. He 
noted that although most hospitals don’t have 
a spiritual ministry, at CUrE “you get better 
physically and also spiritually.” From CURE’s 
beginnings, spiritual ministry has been at the core 
of our mission, a calling found in Luke 9:2: “... and he 
sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to 
heal the sick.” At CURE Kenya, Shadrack experienced 

ministry in action through bedside prayer and ward 
devotions led by our pastors.
 Today, shadrack acts as a CUrE advocate. 
“The time I tell people about CURE is when I see 
someone disabled. If they’re kids, I tell their parents.” 
He’ll tell them about our mobile clinics so they can 

come and be seen by our doctors.
 Although life with a prosthesis isn’t always 
easy, Shadrack says there are times that “I almost 
feel this is part of me.” At a recent visit to CURE, he 
met another patient who was adjusting to his own 
prosthesis, and he took some time to talk with him. 
“I was just encouraging him,” Shadrack said. “For 
the first six months (of having a prosthesis), I walked 
on crutches. Then one day I was on a school trip. My 
friend encouraged me, ‘walk without them,’ so for 
that day I walked without them. I’ve been walking 
without ever since!”
 From encouraging other patients in their 
healing to exemplifying how surgery can change a 
person’s life and future, Shadrack’s positive outlook 
continues to have a ripple effect. His joy for life, 
his dreams for the future, and his commitment to 
advocating for CURE is an inspiration to many
—and will be for years to come! 

Proverbs 3:27 
Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, 

when it is in your power to act.

PatIent 
NUMbEr TEN  

CURE Kenya’s tenth patient shares his 

journey of hope and healing

NAPHTAlI FOsTEr

At CURE Kenya, Shadrack 

experienced ministry in 

action through bedside 

prayer and ward devotions 

led by our pastors.

Shadrack was our 10th patient - and we see 
hundreds like him each week! Get to know the 

patients in our hospitals today and send your 
own personal “Get Well” message instantly 

online at cure.org/curekids.

Families often engineer their own “shoe raise” for 
a child with legs differing in length. Extra soles are 
added to the bottom of the shoe for the shorter leg, 
to make walking easier.



PAUl ANd MAUrEEN slOAN have been connected to 
CURE in one way or another for nearly two decades. With 
their combined experiences, they have served with CURE 
in seven countries.
 As a Nurse Consultant for CURE, Maureen has 
used her position to stimulate the various nursing 
departments to both excellence and compassion while 
also providing training for both nurses and general 
medical staff in the American Heart Association’s 
Basic Life Support qualifications and CURE’s Christian 
Worldview of Nursing Seminar. Maureen shares, “As a 
Christian nurse, I have been called to put my faith in 
action, and Colossians 3:23 has been the guideline. 
‘Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, working 
for the LORD, not for men.’ 
 “When I was first invited to visit a CURE Hospital it 
was to encourage nurses to be professionally proficient, 
knitting their faith with their clinical skills as they care for 
their patients. As a former university nursing instructor, 
this was a beautiful fit as the Lord had prepared me all 
those years for this very thing.”
	 As	a	visiting	anesthesiologist,	Paul,	who	is	also	
Professor	of	Anesthesiology	and	Vice	Chair	of	Research	
at the University of Kentucky, has volunteered in 
various operating rooms across our network. He 
keeps our anesthesia staff up to date on some of the 
latest developments, such as ultrasound-guided local 
anesthetic nerve blocks for pain management, which has 
vastly improved the experience of our patients.
	 Recently,	Paul	has	devised	a	program	to	bridge	his	
passions at the University of Kentucky at CURE. When 

offered a six-month sabbatical from the University of 
Kentucky, he chose to come to CURE Niger, not only to 
volunteer but also to develop a Global Health elective for 
his anesthesiology residents back home. This opportunity 
allows university residents to continue receiving hands-
on professional training from practicing professionals 
while also experiencing the unique challenges in offering 
quality healthcare in an under-resourced country. At 
the same time, the CURE Niger anesthesiology team 
benefitted from continuing education in the form of Dr. 
Sloan’s instruction. Dr. Sloan shares, “The kingdom of 
God is now, and using our gifts to serve our patients, 
one at a time, is an opportunity that must be met.” 
As part of the G4 Alliance, and striving to follow the 
World Health Organization for both safe surgery and 
safe anesthesia, CURE sees this Global Health Elective 
as another practical way CURE is joining the global 
conversation on how to offer safe surgical and anesthesia 
care for all, regardless of location, income, race, gender, 
or religion. 

Luke 17: 20-21  
Jesus replied, “The kingdom of God does not come with 

your careful observation, nor will people say, ‘Here it is,’ or 
‘There it is,’ because the kingdom of God is within you.” 

a
dYNAMIC 
dUO  
Faithful volunteers bring excellence to 

CURE Niger through training programs

JOEl WITWEr

Interested in serving with CURE? 
Whether you’re a doctor, teacher, or electrician, visit 
cure.org/go to find volunteer opportunities or visit 

cure.org/jobs for open positions! 

INTErNATIONAl AId’s biomedical engineers, like Mark 
Hydenberg, visit CURE hospitals, fixing equipment, 
setting up new machines procured by International Aid, 
and training local hospital staff to assess and maintain 
the equipment. For example, during Mark’s recent visit to 
CURE Malawi, he set up new equipment in the laboratory 
and fixed the hospital’s digital X-ray, the OR equipment, 
the physiotherapy equipment, and even the washing 
machines! “It is a tremendous joy to share Christ in our 
very being, our work, and in our actions. You may not 
think of your work as a witness, but the joy we share, 
our attitude, and our care for others in whatever we 
do are the beginning of our testimony. When I work on 
medical equipment with staff or with patients and their 
family, I know I am a representative of CURE but more so 
of Christ, and my joy and work are a reflection of Him.”
 As a way to foster sustainability and excellence in 
care, Mark also trained local staff to do some of this work 
on their own moving forward. Mark also plans to send 
out updates to the whole network with pointers and 

advice about equipment maintenance, which has exciting 
potential. He  shares that the training allows CURE to 
increase the quality of care it gives to children because 
it keeps the medical equipment needed in surgery 
up and running. The partnership between CURE and 
International Aid means being able to provide excellent 
care to more kids with reliable equipment that doesn’t 
break down or cause a halt in procedures, and that 
equates to better sustainability for all of CURE’s work. 
 According to Mark, the partnership between 
International Aid and CURE offers many synergies, and 
he expects that over the next few years the organizations 
will become even more integrated.

Mark 16:15 
He said to them, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 

gospel to the whole creation.”

In PUrSUIt of 
ExCEllENCE THrOUGH 

PArTNErsHIP   
Partnership with International Aid extends CURE’s platform 

and increases quality of care for children

AlExIs GIlMOrE

Mark (red shirt), a 
biomedical engineer 
with International 
Aid, working with 
some of the CURE 
Malawi team. 



MANY OF Us rElY on our calendar or phone to prompt important reminders for 
things like birthdays, meetings, and events. What if you also had helpful prompts 
to remind you it’s time to update your estate plan? You may be surprised that these 
“prompts” are actually happening all the time! 

Some include:
 
Family changes
A marriage, divorce, or new child added to the family by birth or adoption
Financial changes
The acquisition or sale of a business or significant asset or changing tax laws
life changes
A job transition, a big move, or a change in health status
 
Any one of these changes could create an emerging desire to include a charity like 
CURE International as a beneficiary. It’s important to know that if too many of these 
“prompts”	are	left	unconsidered,	your	will	could	become	obsolete!	Planning	wisely	
can bring peace and ensure your loved ones are taken care of well.
 
For the full version of this article, request a FREE copy of “3 Changes that Could Affect 
your Family’s Future” by contacting Dayne Robinson at (616) 512-3104 or 
donor.support@cure.org—or bless your family today with a  God-honoring will 
at christianwill.org/cureinternational.

3 ChangeS that CoULd 
AFFECT YOUr 
FAMIlY’s FUTUrE  

bE A HErO!  
Your gift of $39/mo helps heal children, and we’ll 
introduce you to a different child every month. Join 
the CURE Hero community today at cure.org/hero!

For only a small donation each month, I can be part of something 

miraculous—be a ‘Hero’ in someone else’s life. It fills me with purpose and 

gives me gratitude for what I have in life. Each donation is meaningful and 

comes	with	a	photo	and	story	of	the	child	you	are	helping	that	month.	Plus,	

you can subscribe to real-time updates and correspond with the patient. ”
lenette shultz - a Hero for five years and counting!

“ It fills 
me with 
purpose



17011 Hickory street 
spring lake, micHigan 49456

cure.org

get INVOlVEd 

GIVE
Your gift of any amount restores hope through 

healing. Return the included form or visit  
cure.org/investment to donate today.

AMAZON SMILE
Use AmazonSmile to support CURE with any 

Amazon purchase! Start at cure.org/amazon.

FOLLOW

FACEBOOK BIRTHDAY
This year, invite friends and family to turn their 

generosity	into	healing	for	kids	with	disabilities.	Visit	
cure.org/birthday to get started. 

PRAY
Read our requests or submit your own 

at cure.org/pray. 


